DECEMBER 2005 NEWSLETTER - SEASONS GREETINGS

Sahtu Renewable Resources Board - To protect, conserve [ Imanage renewable resources

CARIBOU GENDER IDENTIFICATION IN THISISSUE:
The numbers of caribou in Canada’ s North are far less than they were five years ago. In
response to this, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources and the Sahtu Re- |«  Caribou Gender
newable Resources Board has consulted with representatives from all five RRCs and have|  |dentification
met with RRCs and community members in Tulita, Colville Lake, Fort Good Hope, and
Deline to hear their recommendations. One recommendation that was supported at al the|s  Sahtu Trappers Hit The
meetings is a voluntary Bulls Only hunt for at least part of the season. Thisis probably the|  Trails
biggest contribution that the people of the Sahtu can make towards building larger caribou

populations. = Wolverine Carcass
The easiest way to distinguish bulls from cows is by looking at their rear ends. Study

Bull Cow = Traditiona Wildlife
. ! » : . Economy School
Projects

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Congratulationsto Dr. Paul
Latour of the Canadian
Wildlife Service for his
| reappointment to the Sahtu
Renewable Resources
Board. Great to have you
back!

The Sahtu Renewable
Resources Board would
Ilketo welcome Mr.

| Sahtu as the new Regional
Superintendent for the
Department of Industry,
Tourism and Investment.

Raobert Lyslo teaching a class after bringing

in thefire wood at Colville Lake School
: - Ll

Chris Y ukon skinning awolverine at
Deline Renewable Resource Office

WANTED: WILDLIFE
ARTWORK FOR THE
NEWSLETTER

Send me your animal
drawing and it could be
featured in the next Issue!

Glen Guthrie
Box 381 Norman Wells
XOE 0VO0
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SAHTU TRAPPERSHIT THE TRAILS WOLVERINE CARCASS STUDY

Trapping in the Sahtu is / : The Department of Environment and Natural Re-
under way! At least 66 trappers sources (ENR) is continuing a long-term biologica study
(and some with families) are [
out on the land. The RRCs re-
ported that as of November
30th there were 6 from Tulita,
32 from Fort Good Hope,
14 from Deline, 12 from
Colville Lake, and 2 from Norman Wells. Others
will join them in the next few weeks. Mgjor target
species include marten, beaver, lynx, wolf, muskrat,
and wolverine. The Western Canadian Raw Fur
Auction Saleﬁ Ltd. forecasts aVery Good Demand

IJmuuouX>»x-

wolverine, wild mink and muskrat are amongst those
in Good Demand. Remember - the February (17th)
saleis usually the biggest. The last receiving date at
the auction for this sale is February 1st, 2006. Get
your fursinto ENR before then to be included.

cnérnz

TRADITIONAL WILDLIFE ECONOMY SCHOOL PROJECTS

Three Sahtu schools are currently getting ready to start Traditional Wildlife Economy projects. These projects were
developed and facilitated by the Sahtu Renewable Resources Board as a means to re-unite the Sahtu youth with the wild-
life resources of their culture. The mgjority of funding was generoudly provided by the Department of Industry, Tourism
and Investment through the tireless efforts of Frank Pope and Sam Kivi. Each school is running a separate type of pro-
gram but share many similarities including trapping and bush skills.

Colville Lake students will take part in the Take a Kid Trapping Program. An instructor will show the students how
to set a marten trapline using Sauvageau 2001-5 traps. These are short excursions, with the instructor and students re-
turning to the school each day after setting the line and checking it for catches. This program will run for approximately
4 weeks and can potentially expose al of Colville Lake School’ s students to trapping this year.

10 students from Fort Good Hope will experience a week-long program under the direction of Mr. Charlie Barnaby.
Two groups of 5 students each will accompany Mr. Barnaby to Hume Lake for seven days and learn trapping and bush
skills. In addition, Mr. Barnaby will take the opportunity to tell the youth about their past and Traditional Customs of
their People.

Deline is undertaking their second season of Aborigina Traditional Studies. Thisyear, Mr. Fred Bonnell was able to
purchase several pieces of major equipment for the project including two snowmobiles and a toboggan. We are hopeful
that other sources of financial support can be secured to expand the inventory further in the future. This year the program
will take five or six students at a time out on the land for five days and four nights each. We predict that more than 40
students will participate this year. Breaking trail was very difficult due to deep snow. However, three groups totaling
seventeen students have been out on the land so far and future trips will take place over the next few months. This pro-
gram is the model for the Sahtu due to its comprehensive format. In addition to trapping, survival training, small engine
maintenance, and camping skills, students will be taught and certified First Aide and undertake firearms certification.
Supplementary classroom training in small business management will also be included as this essential component for
success in today’s economy is often overlooked in trapper training programs. The Aboriginal Traditional Studies Pro-
gram is open to all registered students in the Sahtu Settlement Area. We encourage the Principas in other communities
to contact Mr. Bonnell (867-589-3391) for more information if they have candidates in mind.
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