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NWT CONFERENCE OF MANAGEMENT AUTHORITIES

CONSENSUS AGREEMENT RESPECTING IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RECOVERY
STRATEGY FOR BOREAL CARIBOU IN THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

The Conference of Management Authorities has reached consensus (hereafter referred
to as the “Consensus Agreement”) respecting the implementation of the Recovery
Strategy for Boreal Caribou in the Northwest Territories.

The conservation and recovery goal is o ensure a healthy and sustainable boreal
caribou population across their NWT range that offers harvesting opportunities for
present and future generations. The recommended conservation and recovery
approaches and the Management Authorities’ intent to undertake them are summarized
in Annex A of this Consensus Agreement. Further information on boreal caribou and the
conservation and recovery goal, objectives and approaches can be found in the
Recovery Strategy for Boreal Caribou in the Northwest Territories.

Implementation is subject to appropriations, priorities and budgetary constraints of the
Management Authorities.

Periodic co-management reviews of progress and new information, as outlined in
approach 4.1, will allow for the implementation of the recovery strategy to be
periodically reviewed and adapted as appropriate.

The processes for developing the recovery strategy and implementation agreement are
outlined in Annex B.

GNWT Statements

The Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT) makes the following statements
about its intentions to implement the recommended conservation and recovery



approaches in the recovery strategy, subject to appropriations, priorities, and budgetary
constraints:

A. Implementation Underway — The GNWT is actively implementing a number of
the recommended actions in the recovery strategy, in whole or in part. Many of
these actions are long-term and progress is made gradually over time. The
actions are being implemented with co-management partners as part of ongoing
management, monitoring, research, conservation planning, and environmental
assessment programs. The recommendations in the boreal caribou recovery
strategy provide advice to help guide these programs. This applies to
recommended actions 1.2.1, 1.2.2, 1.2.3, 1.2.4, 1.2.7, 1.3.1, 1.4.1, 1.4.3, 1.4.4,
145, 1.412, 211, 21.2, 213, 21.4, 222, 2.23, 22.4, 2.25, 3.1.1, 3.21,
3.22,323,3.24,3.25,3.26,3.3.1,35.1,35.4,41.2,421,42.2, 423, 4.2.4,
43.1,432,43.3,43.4,436,44.1,44.2,5.1.1,5.1.2, and 6.3.2.

B. Resources Required - A number of the recommended actions in the recovery
strategy are important but implementing them would require additional resources
andfor re-allocation of existing resources. The GNWT intends to pursue
implementation of these actions as resources and capacity allow. The GNWT wiill
seek additional resources and may consider re-allocation of existing resources to
implement these actions. Re-allocation of existing resources could affect other
commitments. This applies to recommended actions 1.4.2, 1.4.6, 2.2.1, and
4.3.5.

C. Periodic Reviews — The recovery strategy recommends annual reviews of
progress and information to enable adaptive management. The GNWT intends to
undertake such reviews with the other management pariners periodically as
needed; however, they may not be every year. Regularly scheduled Conference
of Management Authorities meetings may be used for periodic reviews. In
accordance with legal requirements under the Species at Rjsk (NWT) Act, the
GNWT also intends to undertake a review of the recovery strategy and report on
progress every five years. This applies to recommended actions 4.1.1, 4.1.3,
6.2.1,and 6.2.2.

D. Not Pursuing — Some actions in the recovery strategy are more appropriately
led by co-management partners other than the GNWT, and some actions are not
currently a high priority for the GNWT to implement given other higher priorities
and resource constraints. The GNWT does not intend to actively pursue
implementing these actions at this time. This does not prevent the GNWT from
participating in implementation if opportunities arise and/or when other



management partners take a lead role. This applies to recommended actions
3.1.2,3.3.2,3.4.1,3.5.2, and 3.5.3.

E. Range Planning — The GNWT is developing a Framework that will outline the
GNWT'’s approach to range plans for boreal caribou habitat. The Framework will
attempt to address the issues and recommendations raised in the recovery
strategy regarding developing and implementing range plans. This applies to
recommended actions 1.1.1, 1.1.2, 1.1.3, 1.1.4, .11.2.5, 1.2.6, 1.2.8, 1.2.9, 1.3.2,
1.4.7,1.4.8,1.49,1.4.10,1.4.11,3.3.2,4.2.3,6.1.1,6.1.2, and 6.3.1.

INTERPRETATION

For greater certainty, terms and processes in this Consensus Agreement are as defined
and described in the Species at Risk (NWT) Act.

For greater certainty, the Management Authorities for boreal caribou (Rangifer tarandus
caribou) are: Wildlife Management Advisory Council (NWT), Gwich’in Renewable
Resources Board, SahtG Renewable Resources Board, Wek'éezhii Renewable
Resources Board, Thchgo Government, and the Government of the Northwest
Territories.



WE THE UNDERSIGNED, having reached this consensus on this 24 day of Noys ke,
2017, provide this Consensus Agreement to the Minister of Environment and Natural
Resources, Government of the Northwest Territories, the Wildlife Management Advisory
Council (NWT), the Gwich'in Renewable Resources Board, the Saht Renewable
Resources Board, the Wek'¢ezhli Renewable Resources Board, and the Thche
Government.

it L

Wltness J Mandeville, Assistant Deguty Minister
of Environment and Natural Resources
— ; Govemment of the Northwest Territories
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“Witness_—~ L;/ Rob Gau, Vic§-€halr

Wildlife Management Advisory Council (NWT)
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Witness Eugene Pascal, Chair
Gwich'In Renewable Resources Board

Witness Michae! Neyelle, Chair
Sahti Renewable Resources Board
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'éezhli Renewable Resources Board

8 ’ Grana ORief éebrge Mackenzie

Tiichg Government
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ANNEX B
DEVELOPMENT OF MANAGEMENT PLAN AND IMPLEMENTATION AGREEMENT

On February 27, 2014, the Minister of Environment and Natural Resources,
Government of the Northwest Territories, acting on the direction provided by the
Conference of Management Authorities in their Consensus Agreement on Listing Boreal
Caribou (Rangifer tarandus caribou) (December 2013), added boreal caribou to the
NWT List of Species at Risk as a threatened species.

A recovery strategy for boreal caribou was prepared by the Conference of Management
Authorities. The recovery strategy includes appropriate recovery objectives and
approaches for the conservation and recovery of boreal caribou, as well as descriptions
of threats and positive influences, as required under section 61 of the Species at Risk
(NWT) Act. The recovery strategy was completed on February 25, 2017, in accordance
with subsection 60(1) and sections 65-68 of the Species at Risk (NWT) Act.

This Consensus Agreement Respecting Implementation of the Recovery Strategy for
Boreal Caribou in the Northwest Territories was informed by discussions of the
Conference of Management Authorities, the recovery strategy, the Consensus
Agreement on Listing Boreal Caribou, the Consensus Agreement on Accepting a
Recovery Strategy for Boreal Caribou in the NWT, the Species at Risk Committee's
assessment and reasons for assessment, and the approved species status report. It
was also informed by public input (solicited by the Management Authorities) and the
results of Crown consultation duties performed by the GNWT during the listing process
and the development of the recovery strategy. No information was provided to the
Species at Risk Committee by the Conference of Management Authorities or a
Management Authority under paragraph 31(1)(c) and no clarification was requested
under section 34 of the Species at Risk (NWT) Act.



